Nosocomial Neisseria meningitidis: molecular analysis of a clinical problem.
Over a 1-week period, Neisseria meningitidis serogroup B was recovered from two patients in the intensive-care unit (ICU). A cross-infection was presumed when one patient developed invasive meningococcal disease and another patient was found to be colonized. Investigation by molecular typing showed that these cases were not related, demonstrating the value of molecular typing when investigating potential cross-infections in a closed environment such as the ICU.